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Der Antichrist in dem vorchristlichen jOdischen Quellen. 
Von M. Friedlander. Gottingen : Vandenhoeck & Rup- 
recht, 1901. Pp. xxviii + 193. M. 4. 80. 

Approximately two-thirds of the book do not come under the 
above title, but are virtually a repetition of the author's previous work, 
Der vorchristliche judische Gnosticismus, in which he sought to prove that 
there were antinomistic Gnostic sects, mainly of Ophitic character, 
among the Alexandrian and Palestinian Jews in pre-Christian times, and 
that it is these sects which are meant in every case where Minim are 
mentioned in the rabbinical writings. This lengthy introduction is 
intended by Friedlander to embody a more extensive and thorough 
investigation of the subject, in order fully to convince his critics, who 
conceded that he had proved the existence of an incipient Gnosticism 
among the Jews in pre-Christian times, butmaintained that the existence 
of definite Gnostic-Jewish sects could not be established, and that the 
identification of the Minim of rabbinical literature with antinomistic 
Gnostics could be accepted only to a limited extent. 1 It contains, 
however, nothing essentially new or convincing, for the passages upon 
which he rests his proofs, from the book of Jubilees and the book of 
Enoch (pp. 13 f., 43 ff., 82 ff.), and, above all, the Zedim of Psalms 119 
and 19:14 (pp. 73 ff.) refer simply to apostates. Similarly, the mate- 
rial added here concerning the Minim (pp. 14, 25 ff.) carries no proof 
whatever of the points contended for. 

This being the case, however, the study in the following part (pp. 
1 18-93), tne P art really denoted by the title, is deprived of its basis and 
center, for Friedlander considers the antichrist saga the direct outcome 
of that Ophitic-Gnostic movement which, he believes, had been ferment- 
ing and growing in Judaism " for centuries," and of the struggle waged 
against that powerful tendency. The absence of method and delib- 
eration in the investigation, and of a clear grasp of the problems 
involved, is even more noticeable in the second than in the first part. 
Friedlander confounds the appellative phrases bj^bn and "OS or "^JR 
^ybs , wherever they occur in the Old Testament, and the Greek 
equivalent of the latter, viol or avSpcs irapa.voij.ot in 1 Mace. 1:11; 
10:61; 11:21 with the Belial (Beliar) of apocalyptic literature, signi- 
fying a demoniacal being (pp. n8ff.). He misses the fact that the 
antichrist saga is a composite of several cycles of sagas, and that its for- 
mation is hence too complex to be traced so readily. Side by side 

'See Clemen's criticism of the author's previous book in this Journal, Vol. IV 
(1900), pp. 104 f. 
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with the conception of antichrist as a pseudo-Messiah or -prophet, 
rising within the Jewish people, is the conception of him as a foreign, 
hostile, political power, and this latter is, really, the one presented in 
the Beast rising from the Sea of Rev. 13 : 1-10 [Nero redivivus, typifying 
the Roman empire). As far as the New Testament is concerned, there 
is no example, except in the Johannine epistles, of the Antichrist's 
being interpreted as the collective body of antinomistic Gnostics 
who have gone forth from the bosom of the church. In spite of the 
exception, however, which must be taken to Friedlander's treatment of 
the Antichrist legend, this part of the book, too, possesses unquestion- 
able merit, in view of the copious material it contains. 

Moses Buttenwieser. 
Hebrew Union College, 
Cincinnati, O. 

A Historic View of the New Testament. The Jowett 
Lectures Delivered at the Passmore Edwards Settlement 
in London, 1901. By Percy Gardner, Litt.D. London: 
Adam & Charles Black, 1901. Pp. xii+274. 6s. 

The student who is acquainted with Professor Gardner's Exploratio 
Evangelica will find in these lectures little that is new. They are in 
large part a restatement in briefer and more popular form of con- 
clusions reached in the earlier work, with a general elucidation of the 
historic method and its application to the study of Christian origins. 
Though somewhat slight and fragmentary, the book is interesting and 
suggestive like all Professor Gardner's work, and is admirably fitted to 
do good in dissolving prejudice against modern biblical criticism as 
well as in preparing the way for a better understanding of primitive 
Christian history. 

An introductory chapter on "Historic Methods and Christian 
Documents " is followed by another on " Revelation and its Embodi- 
ments," in which the religious bearing of modern psychological 
research is discussed and emphasis is laid upon the relativity of revel- 
ation and the necessity of studying Christian doctrine historically, if 
we would understand and estimate it aright. 

After thus indicating his method and point of view, the author 
deals in the third lecture with the historic founder of Christianity. It 
is recognized that the materials for a biography of Jesus do not exist, 
but it is justly claimed that we can recover from the synoptic gospels 
the leading features of his teaching. The essence of it Professor 



